RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
of the place such as Adams, Cayley, Stokes, seated in the front row while Maxwell, with a perceptible twinkle in his eye, explained to them the difference between the Fahrenheit and Centigrade scales of temperature."
" It was rumoured afterwards, and perhaps it is not incredible, that Maxwell was not altogether innocent in this matter, and that his personal modesty, together with a certain propensity to mischief, had suggested this way of avoiding a more formal introduction to his Cambridge career."
During the erection of the laboratory he lectured each term in such rooms as happened to be vacant. He said he went about like a cuckoo, dropping ideas about heat in the chemical laboratory in the October Term, about electricity in the botanical laboratory in the Lent Term, and about magnetism in the New Museums in the Easter Term. His lectures were quite elementary and were not so well attended as they ought to have been. Some who attended have expressed the pleasure they got from the quips and cranks and dry pawky humour which now and then broke through the crust of science. This side of his character comes out very clearly in the verses which he wrote from time to time, and which are published at the end of Lewis Campbell's biography.
The laboratory was formally opened by the Chancellor of the University in October 1874. I believe W. M. Hicks, who was afterwards Professor and then Principal at Sheffield University, was the first to come, but others gradually drifted in, most, though not all, men who had lately taken the Mathematical Tripos and had no previous experience of experimental work. At first they were set to read scales and verniers, to measure times of vibrations, to use a reflecting galvanometer, to measure the resistance 102